
for diversion, all tend to push the thought of death, and the hope and fear of what comes after death,
into the background.”9

The intellectual and spiritual tyranny of materialism and hedonism dominates not only the senses
and emotions but the thoughts. Unrelenting appeals to wealth, pleasure, social status, and power
deafen what were once the more sensitive ears of our souls. Seemingly powerful reminders of the
greater realities—and our ultimate physical destiny, the grave—are like small stones tossed into a large
pond: momentary ripples are followed by intellectual placidity and spiritual passivity. Even powerful,
iconic, and cherished methods of communication in our culture may offer reminders of the great spir-
itual issues—such as the film The Passion of the Christ—and yet have only the most transitory of
effects.

Relativism, the philosophy of license that the West has embraced, is at its base a moral capitulation
to man’s vices and sins. Wishing to throw over the constraints on his behavior imposed by religious
belief and moral law, man must devise a rationalization to justify—and seemingly elevate, if not
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Wishing to throw over the constraints on his behavior imposed by religious belief and moral law, man must devise a
rationalization to justify his choice. He must not only construct a philosophical base but give it the image of sound “author-
ity.” Ultimately, relativism leaves man adrift in a soulless universe with no place to stand. Like an astronaut who has foolishly
disconnected his lifeline to the mother ship, his demise is a foregone conclusion even as he arrogantly asserts his “freedom.”


